
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                January 14, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 282 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am often troubled by the “feeling” I am not 
doing enough, that I am not productive enough.  This is true of 
my life in general, but is especially true of my relationship with 
you in that I often think I am not virtuous enough, not useful or 
helpful enough.  I usually take this way of looking at my life at 
face value, like this is normal and the way I should look at my 
life, and even that looking at my life in this way makes sense.  
Occasionally, it dawns on me that I am looking at myself in this 
way, and it is a particular way.  I realize I am not observing my 
life, but am evaluating it, and I begin to question why I am 
doing so.  I wonder what the standard is against which I am 
compared so that I end up being “not enough.”  From whom 
did I acquire the idea that life is about this endless seeking to 
meet a standard that is so vague I cannot even tell myself what 
it is or when I have arrived at it?  I used to believe that the first 
way of looking at my life, where I notice whether or not I am 
enough, was of you.  But now, I believe this way of looking at 
my life is of my family of origin.  Your way of looking at life is 
this other engaged way of noticing how I am looking. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 1:43-51 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 313 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 426 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for January 21, 2018  
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 Next Sunday will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will 
take place on Sunday, January 28, 2018, in the sanctuary, as soon 
as feasible following worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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“Calling Disciples” 
The Greek word translated into English as “disciple” is a word 

meaning “learner.”  It would be more helpful if the English 
translation stayed with the Greek meaning, since the English word 
“disciple” has tended to move toward the understanding that being 
a disciple is primarily about doing. “Learning” is mostly about 
receiving, and receiving is the necessary quality that needs to 
precede any doing that goes with discipleship.  It might actually be 
most helpful, and useful, to think of discipleship as pertaining to 
“seeing,” i.e. being taught how to “see,” since it is how and what we 
“see” that determines our action. In the Gospel reading for today, 
there are two different Greek words both of which are translated 
into English as “to see.” One of these is the Greek verb “to see,” a 
word which expresses mechanical, passive or casual vision—seeing 
without any engagement or interest, seeing as we are accustomed 
to seeing or were taught to see. This word is passive. The other is a 
Greek verb meaning “to gaze, with wide open eyes, as at something 
remarkable.” This word is active; signifying perceiving, 
comprehending, seeing thoughtfully, apprehending something 
rather than simply noticing it, being apprehended by it so as to think 
about it, being engaged by what our eyes notice. Being a disciple 
involves the shift from passive to active “seeing.”  This shift is 
something to which we are “called, something that happens to us 
in the sense that it is done to us and we receive it.  We learn this 
active way of seeing primarily by being made aware of not having it, 
aware that we are seeing passively and automatically in that we are 
only noticing things, and are not engaged by or in whatever is in our 
field of vision.  In the truest sense this is something into which we 
are lead, and in which we follow.  I do not think we can make this 
shift happen, but we can remember that is does happen, and we 
can also be open to the perception that which informs us as to how 
we are seeing, and which indicates that the shift has occurred. 
“Passive” seeing gives us little or no choice in how we act, and tends 
to have us act habitually. “Active” seeing gives us choices as to how 
we might act, and tends to have us act consciously. 

[Jim Robie, 1-10-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany [John 1:43-51] 
 In Romans 7:19, The Apostle Paul writes: “For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.” The verse 
illustrates the kind of information that comes to us as a result of 
the self-awareness and self-reflection into which God leads us. 
When this kind of awareness comes to us, our initial way of 
responding to it is to have us think about what we have noticed, 
and then to think about how to stop doing the evil we do not want. 
God is interested in our making a different response to the same 
awareness—thinking about what we do that we consider evil in an 
effort 1) to understand why we think of it as evil, and 2) to see if 
we can look at it without judgment; and then 3) to see if we can 
understand what gives rise to the behavior; and further 4), to think 
about the way our mind works which makes it so that we end up 
doing the evil we do not want and not doing the good we want. 

Paul’s statement illustrates the split that exists in all of us 
whereby our actions and our intentions often do not coincide. 
Using psychological language to explain this split we can say that 
what we intend and what we do are often driven by assumptions 
inherited from childhood, by conclusions reached in childhood, or 
by decisions based on experiences that occurred when we were 
young, which are not in our awareness, so they are unexamined. 
Even though these are out of awareness they continue to influence 
us. God helps us look at both what we do and what we intend to 
do as a way to bring into our awareness the assumptions, 
conclusions and experiences which influence our actions. 
Understanding these allows us to make choices as to how, if at all, 
to be guided by them. What God seeks is our learning a different 
way of looking at our life and a different way of living it. Following 
God involves our being taught and learning this different way of 
seeing which produces a different way of living. 

Which brings us to today’s text. In this text Jesus is calling 
disciples. The word “disciple” does not appear in the text, although 
calling disciples is what the text describes. The word “disciple” 
means “a learner.” Being called as a disciple involves our being 
taught and learning to see differently. When we look at the text, 
the verb “to see” appears as two different Greek words. In the 

beginning of the text, through the first half of verse 50, the verb is 
“eido [I’do],” the present or past tense of a verb meaning “to see 
[literally or figuratively].” This word expresses mechanical, passive 
or casual vision. This would be seeing without any engagement or 
interest, seeing as we are accustomed to seeing or were taught to 
see. This word is passive. From the second half of verse 50 through 
verse 51 the verb is the future tense of “optanomai [op-tan'-om-
ahee],” a word meaning “to gaze, with wide open eyes, as at 
something remarkable.” This word is active; it denotes perceiving, 
comprehending; seeing something thoughtfully, apprehending 
something rather than simply noticing it, being apprehended by it 
so that one can think about it, being engaged by what our eyes 
notice. Being a disciple involves a shift from passive to active 
“seeing.” 

This change in the way we see is something we learn. We learn 
it from God who interacts with us in such a way that we experience 
the difference between being judged and being appreciated. We 
learn and are taught to see/perceive this difference, and as a result 
we slowly begin to see everything differently. We learn to recognize 
that we mostly “see” moralistically; we look at something in terms 
of whether it is right or wrong, good or bad. As we pay attention to 
doing this we learn to see something in terms of what it is, and to 
appreciate it on its own terms. Over time we learn to see familiar 
things in unfamiliar ways. We even begin to “see” ourselves; i.e. we 
see behind or beneath what we do, and grasp the assumptions or 
conclusions or motives which shape our inner and outer lives. We 
learn to see inside “freshly” so that we comprehend ourselves 
differently. We begin to see appreciatively where before we looked 
moralistically. We become more curious, inquisitive, and receptive. 
To use psychological language – our self-talk expands—more 
information is shared; insights form and register; feelings come and 
are received; judgment is slowly supplemented by attentiveness 
and curiosity. When we perceive something in this way we actually 
begin to “see,” that is “to gaze, with wide open eyes, as at 
something remarkable.” Things about ourselves we never noticed 
come into view and we see them and are enriched by them; things 
we have always seen and have taken at face value are seen 



differently, as being multi-dimensional. More importantly, things 
we criticize begin to have a purpose, a helpful purpose, and we 
begin to understand them rather than strategizing how to destroy 
them. These changes in our seeing precipitate changes in the way 
we live by changing the way we relate to ourselves. This description 
would be a 21st century way of expressing the experience noted in 
verse 51: “…you will see heaven opened and the angels 
[messengers with messages/insights] of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man [the Son of Man is the name in 
mythology for what initiates change in us].” We will experience 
changes in us because of the insights that we have begun to 
perceive. 

We also learn to see differently outwardly. We rarely see others 
as they actually are. We see them passively; that is, we see them 
as we were taught to see them, or we see them as we need to see 
them—more positively than is true, or more negatively than is true. 
We see others through categories which are prejudiced in that we 
bundle others into groups rather than seeing them as individual 
persons. This way of seeing what is external to us is influenced by 
the same assumptions, conclusions and experiences that impact 
the way we see internally, and what we learn is to “see” this, that 
is “to gaze, with wide open eyes, as at something remarkable.” 

How would we experience being called to be a disciple? If we 
think of God as the creator of insight, as that which leads us into a 
different way of seeing, seeing deeply, I suggest the changes in the 
way we see draw us to pursue this different way of seeing. The 
experience of seeing differently makes us want an expansion of this 
new way of seeing, since there is more life, a more personal life, 
when we are able to see this way. There comes to us the 
understanding that we are invited to follow the one who is leading 
us toward this way of seeing and living. The word translated as 
“follow” is a Greek word meaning “to be in the same way with, that 
is, accompany.” 

 [Jim Robie, 1-9-18, O.T. 2nd after Epiphany, Cycle B, John 1:43-51] 


